
                   Akha Crafts Center Order Form 
 

Send filled out form with check made out to “Akha Crafts” to:  
 Akha Crafts Center / 109 Elgin Drive / Greensburg, PA 15601 

Ordered by:  ______________________________ Date:  ___/____/____  
 
Phone:  ___________________ Email: ___________________________ 
 
Ship-to Address:      
   
       Street ____________________________________Apt #: _________ 
 
       City/State ___________________________ ZIP Code___________ 
 
Billing Address:         Same as Ship-to Address?  Yes ___  
 
       Street ____________________________________Apt #: _________ 
 
       City/State ___________________________ ZIP Code___________ 

 
Item Code Price Qty 

Subtotals 
(Price x 

Qty) 

Item color code(s) 
or leave blank if 
no color preference  

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

     

 
 

    

Order Subtotal 
  

20% of  above “Order Subtotal” 
to cover processing/mailing costs 

  

Order Total (with 20% added) 
  

 

Questions about ordering? Call 303-800-6767 
- Or send an email to - support@akhahilltribe.org 

 
Catalog and Photos © 2008 by Akha Crafts Center, Ch iang Rai, Thailand  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To order Akha Crafts Center via the Internet, go to  -- 

. 
http://www.akhahilltribe.org 

 
Click on the “Akha Crafts Center on-line catalog” li nk 

to order any of these items using a credit card 
accepted by the secure on-line PayPal payment syste m 

 

 

This catalog may be used to purchase high-quality 
hand-made purses, handbags, vests, personal 

accessories, home items, stuffed toys, and other it ems 
produced by the Akha Craft Center located in the ci ty 
of Chiang Rai in partnership with Akha women who 

live in villages near this northern Thailand city 
 

All proceeds from your purchase go directly to the 
Akha Craft Center staff and Akha women 

who are responsible for making these items 
 

The Akha Craft Center is undergoing approval to 
receive the FairTrade label since no forced or chil d 
labor is used in the production of these items, the  

items are produced in a cooperative manner by local  
people in the Chiang Rai area, and there are no 
negative environmental aspects of this program   

 



          You can buy Akha Craft Center items on-line at www.akhahilltribe.org 
      - Or fill out the form at the back of this catalog and send to address shown 
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Home Items         

  
Item 

Name 
Ordering 

Code Price Item Description 
 

Square 
tablecloth 

HOME010 $30.00 
Dimensions: 58”x 58” 
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 11 

 

Medium 
tablecloth  

HOME011 $35.00 
Dimensions: 70” x 58”   
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 11 

 

Large 
tablecloth  

HOME012 $40.00 
Dimensions: 90” x 58”  
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 11 

 

Large 
table-
runner  

HOME020 $20.00 
Dimensions: 16” x 58” 
Colors: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
11, 12, 14, 15  

 

Medium 
table-
runner  

HOME021 $15.00 
Dimensions: 12” x 58”              
Colors: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
11, 12, 14, 15  

 

Small 
table-
runner  

HOME022 $12.00 
Dimensions: 7” x 58”              
Colors: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
11, 12, 14, 15  

 

Placemat HOME030 $7.00 
Dimensions: 19” x 12”                 
Colors: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
11, 12, 14, 15 

 

Potholder HOME040 $6.00 
Dimensions: 19” x 12”                                                
Colors: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
11, 12, 14, 15 

                      Akha Crafts Color Codes 

 

Color Code 1

Black
(RGB 00-00-00)

Color Code 2

Navy blue
(RGB 00-00-80)

Color Code 3

Blue Gray
(RGB 127-132-145)

Color Code 4

Khaki
(RGB 240-230-140)

Color Code 5

Jean Blue
(RGB 00-00-192)

Color Code 6

Sand
(RGB 124-110-89)

Color Code 7

Cream
(RGB 255-255-204)

Color Code 8

Red
(RGB 255-00-00)

Color Code 9

Dark Red
(RGB 139-11-33)

 Color Code 10

Blue
(RGB 00-00-256)

Color Code 11

Green
(RGB 00-128-00)

Color Code 12

Dark Purple
(RGB 75-00-130)

Color Code 13

Light Purple
(RGB 222-191-222)

Color Code 14

Dark Brown
(RGB 139-69-19)

Color Code 15

Light Blue
(RGB 176-196-222)

 
Note: The following Akha Crafts Center colors and color-codes are not 
shown in the table above but are available for these specific items:  
 
Stuffed toys (TOYS001, TOYS002) – beige (16), aqua (17), 
       yellow (18), and white (19) 
Coin purse with strap (SMAC020)  – maroon (20) 

 
Questions about the above color-codes or colors? 

Call -  303-800-6767 -  or send an email message to -   
support@akhahilltribe.org



         About the Akha Crafts Center Staff 
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While missionaries and 
other volunteers often 
are the catalysts to begin 
a project to help people 
in some way, the 
ultimate goal is to train 
and enable nationals to 
take on leadership 
responsibilities so that 
the program has a good 
chance of success on a 
long-term basis. Today, 

Akha Craft Center in Chiang Rai, Thailand is such an example. Although 
American Baptist missionaries began this program, the board and staff are 
now all Akha and Thai who live in Chiang Rai and the surrounding area. 

These five women (shown above with American Baptist missionary Ruth 
Fox) work full-time at the Akha Craft Center. However, they would not be 
able to produce the beautiful Akha crafts without the help of many Akha 
women living in villages around Chiang Rai. Anywhere between 100-200 
women spend time between watching their children, fetching firewood, 
planting or harvesting rice, and cooking, choosing beautiful Akha 
needlework patterns to use on the product they have chosen to work on, 
whether it be an Akha shoulder bag, a telephone holder, or a tablecloth.  

Mio and Pisamai 
are the managers of 
Akha Craft. Pisamai 
primarily looks after 
the administrative 
end of things while 
Mio provides 
direction over the 
sewing itself, including design and quality control. 
As the program has grown, there has been a need for 
more sewing support. Luta is the third of the trio of 
seamstresses. Tuan and Ami have both come 
alongside to help in the area of preparing the materials, attaching the lining, 
making the cards, and cutting the cloth. 

          You can buy Akha Craft Center items on-line at www.akhahilltribe.org 
      - Or fill out the form at the back of this catalog and send to address shown 
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Oven mitt  HOME050 $9.00 
Dimensions: 8.5” x11.5”                 
Colors: All colors 

 

Coaster HOME060 $2.00 
Dimensions: 3.5” x 3.5”                                  
Colors: All colors 

 
Framed 
stitchwork 
pattern 1 

HOME070 $15.00 

Dimensions: 9” x 9”                                                
Colors: (border around 
stichwork) 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15 

 
Framed 
stitchwork 
pattern 2 

HOME071 $15.00 

Dimensions: 9” x 9”                                                
Colors: (border around 
stichwork) 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15 

 

Pillow 
Cover 

HOME080 $15.00 
Dimensions: 16” x 16”                                                                            
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14  

 

Akha Toys     

   
Item 
Name 

Ordering 
Code Price Item Description 

 
 

Stuffed 
turtle  

TOYS001 $10.00 

Dimensions: 13” x 17”                                 
Colors: 1, 2, 4, 7, 9, 11, 
13, other colors -- beige 
(16), aqua (17), yellow 
(18), and white (19) 
Note: Stuffed material is 
non-colorfast 

 

Stuffed 
lizard  

TOYS002 $10.00 

Dimensions: 13” x 17”                                 
Colors: 1, 2, 4, 7, 9, 11, 
13, other colors -- beige 
(16), aqua (17), yellow 
(18), and white (19) 
Note: Stuffed material is 
non-colorfast 
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Appliqué Vests    

   
Item 
Name 

Ordering 
Code Price Item Description 

 

Vest - 
“square” 
style 

APPL010 
X/M - $35  
L/XL - $40 

Colors: All colors (where 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6 are 
immediately available) 

 

Vest - 
“rounded” 
style 

APPL011 
X/M - $35  
L/XL - $40 

Colors: All colors (where 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6 are 
immediately available) 

 

Vest - “V” 
style 

APPL012 
X/M - $35  
L/XL - $40 

Colors: All colors (where 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6 are 
immediately available) 

 

Vest - with 
stitching 
only  

APPL013 
X/M - $35  
L/XL - $40 

Colors: All colors (where 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6 are 
immediately available) 

 

Vest - with 
side 
panels  

APPL014 
X/M - $35  
L/XL - $40 

Colors: All colors (where 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6 are 
immediately available) 

 

Vest - with 
“flowers”  

APPL015 
X/M - $35  
L/XL - $40 

Colors: All colors (where 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 13 are 
immediately available) 

 
Large Personal Accessories   

   
Item Name 

Ordering 
Code Price Item Description 

 

Waterbottle 
Holder 

LGAC010 $5.00 

Dimensions: 5” x 8” 
Applique colors: 1 6, 8  

  (not colorfast) 
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,  
  8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 
 (only for needlepoint) 

 
            Learning About Akha Tribal People 
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Clothing 

There are two major styles of Akha dress. A woman’s 
basic costume consists of a headdress, a jacket, short 
skirt, beaded sashes and leggings. An Akha man usually 
wears an ornate jacket and dark pants. In Thailand, there 
are three major styles of dress -- U Lo, Loi Mi, and Pa 
Mi. In most Akha villages, Akha people are dressing 
more western-style (especially T-shirts) now except for 
special occasion, but many of the women still wear their 
headdress daily. Men usually dress more western-style, 
but somtimes wear a "longi" from Burma.  

The Village Gate 

The Akha village has a gate. Inside the gate is the 
realm of the village and the gate protects the 
village from bad spirits. Outside the gate is the 
realm of the spirits, and many of these can do 
harm to you. Today, many of the Christian and 
non-Christian Akha still make a gate, but it is used 
mainly for special times of the year such as the 
New Year festival. 

Beliefs 

The Akha religion has to do with nine ancestral offerings. The Akha 
uphold the ancestors because it is believed that they can give blessings on 
those still alive. Also, mixed in with the ancestral ceremonies are spirit 
beliefs. Making offerings for protection from the evil spirits is still a 
practice among non-Christian Akha. One belief is that the world creating 
divinity controls all sickness and bad things that may happen, so often 
animal sacrifices (pigs or chickens) must be made to "keep the spirits 
happy". If there is an accident, tragedy, or death in the village, an 
explanation must be found.  Usually, the village “shaman” is consulted 
(who could be the village’s “headman”), and a reason is sought from the 
shaman as to why things happened as they did.



 
            Learning About Akha Tribal People 

23 Feb 2009                       Akha Crafts Center - Chiang Rai, Thailand                         Page 12                     

Akha History and Culture  

The Akha Hilltribe people have 
immigrated from Burma and China 
over the last 100 years to the country 
of Thailand. They also reside in Laos 
and some in Vietnam. They’ve come 
seeking freedom from conditions in 
Burma and China. Perhaps originally 
from Tibet, they are a gentle people 
that live off the land. They’ve 
survived by "slash and burn" agriculture, hunting, and gathering. 

Lifestyle 

Growing rice on hillsides is practiced throughout Thailand, but much has 
changed as the Akha have moved to a cash economy. Today the Akha make 
a living by growing cash crops such as cabbage, corn, rice, soybean, coffee, 
and tomatoes. It was about thirty years ago in Thailand that the growing of 
opium was a big problem, but through the efforts of many people including 
government programs and faith-based agricultural experts, opium has been 
replaced with other crops. Today the Akha can make much more money 
growing coffee instead of opium. Addiction to opium and other drugs is still 
a problem as these illegal substances are still coming from Burma and Laos. 

Language 

The Akha language is the Lolo branch of the 
Tibeto-Burman family. It has five tonal variations, 
and sentences are made of nouns, verbs, and 
particles interweaved with each other. The main 
Akha dialect spoken in Thailand is the Jeu G'o 
dialect. Today, the Akha are speaking mostly 
Thai. Learning Thai is a great priority for these 
people if they are going to survive in the Thai culture. All Akha kids now 
must go to school in Thailand at least to the sixth grade. The emphasis 
among the Akha is to learn Thai well and try to find work in nearby villages 
so that they can support their parents. However, traveling to Bangkok some 
800 kilometers from Chiang Rai to work for six months is not unusual. If an 
Akha can get a Thai citizenship card, it is a great achievement  
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      - Or fill out the form at the back of this catalog and send to address shown 
 

23 Feb 2009                       Akha Crafts Center - Chiang Rai, Thailand                         Page 5                    

 
Shoulder 
Purse with 
oversized 
pocket 

LGAC020 

No 
zipper - 
$15.00  
With 
zipper - 
$17.00 

Dimensions: 17.5” x 9.5”                            
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 
(only for needlepoint) 

 
Shoulder 
Purse - 
adjustable 
strap 

LGAC021 $20.00  

Dimensions: 17.5” x 9.5”                            
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 
(only for needlepoint) 

 
Akha 
Shoulder 
Bag - lined 
/ decorated 

LGAC022 $20.00 

Dimensions: 10.5” x 13”                          
Colors: This comes only 
in black, traditional bag 
color of the Akha  

 
Akha 
Shoulder 
Bag - no 
decorations 

LGAC023 $15.00 

Dimensions: 10.5” x 13”                                
Colors: This comes only 
in black, traditional bag 
color of the Akha  

 

Small Tote 
Bag 

LGAC024 

No 
zipper - 
$10.00  
With 
zipper - 
$12.00 

Dimensions: 12” x 13”  
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 
9, 10, 12, 13, 14  

 

Drawstring 
Purse 

LGAC030 $5.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 11”                                  
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 10, 11, 12, 13 

 
Hanging 
toiletry 
bag- 
design 1 

LGAC040 $12.00  
Dimensions: 22” x 17”                                                
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 10, 11, 12, 13 

 

Hanging 
toiletry bag 
- design 2 

LGAC041 $10.00  
Dimensions: 22” x 17”                                                
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 10, 11, 12, 13 

 

Man's 
Necktie 

LGAC050 $7.00  
Dimensions: 3” x 48”                                                                                        
Colors: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 10, 14 
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Small Personal Accessories  

  
Item Name 

Ordering 
Code Price Item Description 

 

Cellphone 
holder - flat 
w/ cord 

SMAC001 $5.00 
Dimensions: 3.5” x 6”                                        
Colors: All colors 

 

Cellphone 
holder – w/ 
cord 

SMAC002 $5.00 
Dimensions: 3.5” x 5”                                        
Colors: All colors 

 

Eyeglasses 
case - w/ 
strap 

SMAC010 $3.00 
Dimensions: 3.5” x 6”                                        
Colors: All colors 

 

Eyeglasses 
case - 
padded  

SMAC011 $4.00 
Dimensions: 3.5”x6.5”                
Colors: All colors 

 

Coin purse 
- w/ strap  

SMAC020 $3.00 
Velveteen cloth 
Colors: 1, 2, 10, other 
color - maroon (20) 

`q 

Coin purse 
– small   

SMAC021 $4.00 
Dimensions: 8” x 8”                                          
Colors: All colors 

 

Seed purse SMAC022 $10.00 
Dimensions: 8.5” x 8”                                                                                           
Colors: Black material 
– non-colorfast 

 
Shoulder 
purse w/ 
pocket and 
strap  

SMAC030 $10.00 
Dimensions: 8” x 8”                                                      
Colors: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14 

History of the Akha Crafts Center 
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The Akha hilltribe people, one of six major tribal groups found in Thailand, 
have traditionally been a nomadic people, moving from place to place as 
the situation warranted. Their need for money was minimal as they lived 
off the land, and expenses were low. In today's world, their lives are 
changing for many reasons. Governments have established new laws that 
prohibit them from moving from place to place, technology and 
globalization are affecting even the most remote areas, schools are being 
established within easy reach of the villages, and clean water and electricity 
have been introduced into most villages. All of the above contribute to an 
overall situation that requires the Akha to depend upon a cash economy as 
well as their traditional reliance on the land. 

To respond to some of the problems that have arisen because of the need 
for an increased cash income and the stresses that have arisen, missionaries 
and NGO's (Non-Government Organizations) have tried to reach out in 
various ways to provide income-producing projects that are appropriate for 
each village. The goal of these programs generally is to provide training in 
skills and management in such a way that the nationals themselves can take 
over the running of these programs down the line. The Akha Craft Center 
was begun in 1994 but was put on-hold for five years between 1996 and 
2001. In 2001, Ruth Fox and family moved to Chiang Rai from Ohio.  
Discovering the seeds of this program still intact, Ruth helped to revive it 
until today it has five full-time employees and provides income to 100 - 
200 women in many Akha villages across the northern area of Thailand. 

The goals of the program are five-fold: 1) to encourage Akha women to 
value their traditional handicraft skills; 2) to promote creativity 3) to 
enhance leadership skills; 4) to give the women pride in who they are as 
Akha women; and 5) to show God's love. The craft program gives many 
women a choice. They may not have to sit at the side of the road with their 
children running around them while they try to sell a few pieces of fruit, or 
"sell their children" because they cannot take care of them, or worse. The 
practical benefits are that there are women who are able to send their 
children to school, buy milk for their children, pay for the electricity in 
their homes, and provide necessary funds for hospital visits or medicine 
when necessary. In addition, the Akha community is helped as many of 
these women choose to use part of their income to help support their 
community activities.
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Miscellaneous Akha Crafts Items 
  

Item 
Name 

Ordering 
Code Price Item Description 

 

Cloth 
squares - 
unfinished  

MISC001 $4.00 
Dimensions: 10” x 10” 
Colors: All 

 

Pencil 
case MISC010 $5.00 

Dimensions: 3” x 8”                             
Colors: All colors 

 

Bookmark MISC020 $1.50 
Dimensions: 2.5” x 9”                                  
Colors: All colors 

 

Christmas 
stocking 

MISC030 $7.00 
Dimensions: 8” x 19”                             
Colors: All colors 

 

Christmas 
stocking 

MISC031 $7.00 
Dimensions: 8” x 19”                
Colors: All colors 

 

Bible 
covers 

MISC040 $10.00 
Dimensions: 10” x 7”                            
Colors: 1, 2, 5, 6, 10 

More Large Personal Accessories  
Large purse 
w/ beads

LGAC025 $20.00 Dimensions: 14” x 13”
Color choices: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15

Large Tote 
Bag

LGAC026 $15.00 Dimensions: 13” x 18”
Color choices: 1, 2, 8, 9, 
11
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Shoulder 
purse w/ 
pocket  

SMAC031 $9.00 
Dimensions: 9” x 8”                                          
Colors: All colors 

 

Small 
shoulder 
purse  

SMAC040 $6.00 
Dimensions: 5” x 5”                                                                            
Colors: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10 

 

Make-up 
bag  SMAC050 $5.00 

Dimensions: 5.5”x5”                                           
Colors: All colors 

 

Toiletry 
bag  

SMAC051 $7.00 
Dimensions: 6” x 9”                                                                          
Colors: All colors 

 

Clutch 
purse  

SMAC060 $5.00 

Dimensions: 5.5” x 5”                                                                                                                             
Colors: Available only 
in black, traditional 
color of the Akha  

 

Clutch 
purse  

SMAC061 $5.00 

Dimensions: 5.5” x 5”                                                                                                                             
Colors: Available only 
in black, traditional 
color of the Akha  

 

Seed 
bracelet 

SMAC070 $1.50 

Dimensions: 0.5” x 7”                                                                                                                                                                         
Colors: Available only 
in black, traditional 
color of the Akha  

 

Hairclip SMAC080 $2.00 
Dimensions: 1” x 4”                                                                                        
Colors: All colors 

 

Keyring SMAC090 $1.50 
Dimensions: 1.5”x2”        
Colors: All colors 
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Cards     

  
Item 
Name 

Ordering 
Code Price Item Description 

 

Cross CARD001 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Angel CARD002 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Bells CARD003 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Christmas 
Tree 

CARD004 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Candle CARD005 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Holly CARD006 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Pattern CARD020 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Heart CARD030 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”     
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 
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Butterfly CARD040 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Fish CARD041 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Mouse CARD042 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Turtle CARD043 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Elephant CARD044 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Lizard CARD045 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Cat CARD046 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

 

Leaf CARD050 $2.00 
Dimensions: 6.5” x 4”      
Note: Card is blank on 
inside 

   



 

 

 


